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An “ecovillage” is...

“A fully-featured human settlement, with
independent sources of initiative, in which
human activities are integrated into the
natural environment in a way that 1s
sustainable into the indefinite future.”

—Robert and Diane Gilman
Ecovillages and Sustainable Communities
(1991, updated)



Wallace and
Gromit Paradigm

Small community
Neighborhood economics
Vegetable Competitions

Devices based on counterweights, springs, wind-up,
gravity flow, magnets, wheels
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10 BASIC HUMAN NEEDS

e a clean and beautiful environment
e a clean and adequate supply of water
* basic clothing

e a balanced diet

 a simple house to live in

* basic health care

e simple communications facilities
e basic energy requirements

e well-rounded education, and

e cultural and spiritual sustenance
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Why Ecovillage?
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The Great Re-Skilling
Tool Up, School Up




The Kinsale Energy Descent Action Plan
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Transition Towns

Acknowledgement: Rob Hopkins



An idea
goes viral...
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Unanticipated: isotherm creep



U.S. Drought Monitor ©<%28.1%2°

Intensity Drought Impact Types:
DO Abnormally Dry r~ Delineates dominant impacts
| D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricultural (crops, pastures,
L | D2 Drought - Severe grasslands)
B D3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water)

B D4 Drought - Exceptional

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions p : V Crougte Mrmgat

Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary .

for forecast statements Released Thursday, October 18, 2007
http: lldrou ght.unl.edu /dm Author: Mark Svoboda, National Drought Mitigation Center
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We’ve decided our purpose is to provide a
physical place, secure (financially and
politically), ecologically healthy, and open
to the sky, to pursue fulfillment in life,
whatever that means to a given individual.
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"Ecovillages are the newest and most potent kind of
intentional community, and in the vanguard of the
environmental movement that is sweeping the world, I
believe they unite two profound truths: that human life 1s at
its best 1n small, supportive, healthy communities, and that
the only sustainable path for humanity 1s in the recovery
and refinement of traditional community life. In my view,
ecovillages, and the larger social movements of which they
are an integral part, are the most promising and important
movement 1n all of history. Its success is crucial for the
long-term viability of the human venture.”

—Robert J. Rosenthal, Professor of Philosophy, Hanover College



Challenges to Ecovillagers

Start-up financing

Community glue

Creation of business support infrastructures

- The whole-systems challenge

Cultural, financial, and governmental disincentives

- Living on the edge: trials and errors

The solution to all of these is a mutual assistance network.



Challenges to the Network

Start-up financing
Continuing and developmental financial support
Creation of effective communications webs
Democratic, bottom-up, egalitarian governance
Cultural sensitivities
Ecological paradoxes:

e Globalization vs. bioregionalism

e International travel in view of climate change

e Paper and other resource consumption
e World population and carrying capacity















“Don’t ask if there is a conspiracy at work.
If you are not in one, start one.”
— Catherine Austin Fitts

Water & Sanitation
Food Growing

Food Preservation

Civil Organization
Shelter

Medical

Money & Trade
Security & Nonviolence
Quality of Life
Population
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